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On Wednesday 19" of March the kick-off meeting of the project 2024-1T-PIF — Strengthening the protection
of EU’s financial interests via criminal law: a comprebensive study on fraud prevention, anti-corruption and anti-money
laundering measures, and corporate crime — was held gathering the members of the University of Catania (Law
Department) and the Centro di diritto penale europeo.

In the meeting, which was held both in presence and virtually by the online platform MsTeams, the
Coordinator of the project, Professor Anna Maria Maugeri (full professor of criminal law at the University
of Catania), explained the purposes and the scientific contents of the Project, which is meant to be a
contribution to the consolidation of the protection of the EU financial interests through a systematic
analysis of the legislation on fraud, corruption, money laundering, and corporate liability.

Since the uneven implementation of EU regulatory tools creates different levels of protection for EU
financial interests, putting the Union’s budget and the credibility of its institutions at risk, the investigation
aims to assess the effectiveness and level of implementation of legal instruments such as: the Directive
no. 2017/1371 (PFI Directive); the Regulation no. 1995/2988; the Directive no. 2024/1260 on recovery
and confiscation of assets; the new proposed Directive on corruption (COM/2023/234); as well as the
provisions recently approved by the EU Parliament on anti-money laundering. Additionally, a scientific
inquiry will focus on the activities of the European Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) in prosecuting
PFI crimes.

During the meeting the members of both UniCt and Centro di diritto penale europeo started to organize
the activities of the first semester of the Project assigning the scientific publications to be produced;
planning the first communication and dissemination activities as well as the interviews to experts from
eight selected MS (Italy, France, Spain, Germany, Poland, Romania, the Netherlands, and Ireland);
brainstorming about the organization of the first intermediate dissemination workshop.

During the next months we will continue to update you on the news about the Project and its results,
sharing with you in an open access regime best practices, reform proposals, and policy recommendations
aimed at optimizing the EU policies on the protection of financial interests and the fight against economic

crime.



